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Support Staff 

Children with 

disabilities learn more 

with smaller ratios 

Physical Educators 

must attend to all 

students 

Support staff can help 

in many, many ways 



Support Staff 

Can consist of: 

Â Paraeducators 

Â Peer tutors 

Â Professional Preparation students (university) 

Â Parents 

Â Grandparents 

Â Service organization volunteers 



This presentation 

Paraeducators & Peer 

tutors 

Â Benefits 

Â Roles and 

Responsibilities 

Â Training programs 

Â Evaluation 



Definition of Paraeducator 

The prefix para-is defined as ñat 

the side of, beside, alongside ofò.   

A paraeducator, therefore, is  a 

person who works alongside of 

the teacher, specialist, and 

administrator in a school. 

May be known as ñTeacher Aid, 

Educational Aid, or 

Paraprofessionalò 



Benefits of the Paraeducator 

An extra set of eyes in the gymnasium 

An extra set of hands to assist with instructional 

duties 

Support in decision making 

Acquire knowledge about the students with 

disabilities 

Assistance with a variety of teaching related 

duties 

 

 



Para-
educators  

Roles of Paraeducators 

Teach 1:1 or small groups 

Classroom management 

Behavior management 

Input on Individual Education 

Plans 

Help with assessment 



Utilizing the Paraeducator 

Effectively 

Before Class During Class After class

Roles of the Paraeducator



Before Class 

Discuss the studentôs 

disability 

Share IEP goals and 

objectives 

Discuss your teaching 

philosophy and 

approach 

Discuss the 

paraeducatorôs duties  



During Class 

Paraeducators can gather  

information on a student with a 

disability 

Assist with IEP goals and 

objectives 

Resolve conflicts when they 

arise 

Assist with medical or personal 

care needs 

Be an active member of the 

multidisciplinary team 


